
Intra-Ocular Melanoma 

Melanoma of the Eye 

The choroid layer is the most likely location of melanoma in the eye. 

The cancer may only be in the eye, or it may spread (metastasize) to another location in the body. 

Melanoma can also begin on the skin or other organs in the body and spread to the eye. 

Melanoma is the most common type of eye tumor in adults. Even so, primary melanoma of the 

eye is rare. 

Excessive exposure to sunlight is an important risk factor. The occurrence of melanoma has 

greatly increased in recent decades. Fair-skinned and blue-eyed people are most often affected. 

The most important way to prevent eye melanoma is to avoid excessive exposure to sunlight, 

especially between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., when the sun's rays are most intense. Wear sunglasses, 

and be sure they have ultraviolet protection. 

A yearly eye exam is recommended. 

For more information on melanoma of the eye visit 

http://www.cancer.gov/cancerinfo/pdq/treatment/intraocularmelanoma  

 

 

http://www.cancer.gov/cancerinfo/pdq/treatment/intraocularmelanoma

